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World  sheep  numbers  increased  slightly  less  than  15  mi3J.ion  head,  or 
about  1  percent,  during  1958  to  set  a  record  again  in  1959*  Numbers 
now  total  about  9^7  million. 


The  U.S.S.R.  again  accounted  for  most  of  the  increase  as  the  total 
there  jimped  8  percent  frcmi  120  million  to  almost  130  million.  Even 
with  this  substantial  gain,  and  the  Soviet  Union's  continued  emphasis  on 
livestock  production,  Russian  sheep  still  are  not  as  numerous  as 
Australia's. 

Of  significance  in  North  America  wsis  the  U-percent  increase  in  the 
continental  United  States,  where  sheep  numbers  were  the  highest  since 
19^7.    Ranges  have  been  restocked  following  the  ending  of  the  drought 
in  the  southwest.    No  further  sharp  increase  in  U.S.  sheep  mambers  is 
expected  this  year.    Canada  and  Mexico  showed  little  change. 


SHEEP:    Estimated  world  total,  by  continent  or  area, 
average  1951-55,  annual  1956-59 


Continent 


Average 
1951-55 


1956 


'Change 

1957  :    1958    :    1959    i  frcmi 

:     1/ :    i/  :  1958 


North  America 
South  America 
Eurcjpe. . 
U.S.S.R. 
Africa. . 
Asia. . . . 
Oceania. 


World. 


Thousand 


Thousand 


Thousand: Thousand: Thousand: Percent 


39,000 

123,7^ 
117,500 
91,100 
135,550 
182,670 
159,530 


39,1^ 
118,  if  1+0 
116,750 
103,500 
liiO,670 
200,850 
179,390 


38,700 

119,3^ 
115,210 
108,000 

208,600 
192,190 


39,280 
124,320 
117,030 
120,200 

211,180 
195,350 


kO,6kO 
122,550 
120,190 
129,600 
Ihk, 370 
213,780 
195,510 


+3 
-1 

+3 
+8 

+1 


81+9,090   898,7^   926,1+20   951,830    966,61+0  +2 


1/  Preliminary. 
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SHEEP:    Number  in  specified  comtries,  average  I95I-55,  aanual  I956-59 


Country 

Month  of 
estimate 

Average  * 

1951-55  : 

1956  \ 

1957  i 

1958  s/  : 

1959  2/ 

N0R3S  AMERICA: 

Thousand  : 

Thousand  : 

Thousand  : 

OSiousand  : 

Thousand 

Dec.  1 

i/ 

1,087 

1,186 

1,079 

1,112 

l,l4l 

Ifexico                                    ••   •  ••••••• 

Spring 

31,i^91 

31,273 

30,8lK) 

31,337 

32,644 

Total  Canada,  Maxico, 

37,760 

37,900 

37,^20 

37,960 

39,320 

808 

756 

798 

8U0 

830 

780 

820 

860 

860 

Dec. 

T  / 

1  on 

Pin 

91  n 

51  n 

410 

U60 

460 

46o 

^tal  North  America 

39,000 

39,140 

38,700 

39,280 

40,640 

SOUTH  AMERICA: 

50,561 

U5,l66 

1^5,738 

U8,711 



Jan. 

3/6, 

Dec. 

31 

16,133 

18,U8U 

18,867 

20,164 

22,000 

5,797 

5,871^ 

— 

— 

Oct. 

i/ 

1,293 

1,128 

1,126 

1,243 

1,243 

1,39^^ 

1,2U2 

1,502 

— 



597 

598 

— 



220 

193 

— 

— 



Dec. 

V 

16,587 

16,505 

15,20U 

14,396 



May 

2U,533 

23,303 

2lf,500 

26,000 



Total  South  America 

.    123, 7W 

118,440 

119,340 

124,320 

122, 550 

EUROPE: 

s>  

194 

Dec. 

3 

310 

255 

227 

207 

Jan. 

1 

XX."r 

1  nk 

1  CY7 

Jvily 

J** 

Jme  15 

y[o 

500 

knT 

Oct. 

7,725 

ft  01^ 

ft  V^c. 

ft 

ft  Tko 

Dec. 

3 

1,487 

1,189 

1,1^7 

1,128 

1,107 

Dec. 

31 

7,855 

9,070 

9,187 

9,300 

9,4oo 

Dec. 

U87 

657 

700 

770 

800 

Jan. 

1 

2,118 

^,000 

0  1  nn 

Jan. 

9,706 

8,572 

8,52U 

8,507 

May 

391 

433 

496 

542 

— 

Dec. 

i/ 

1,056 

967 

958 

974 

954 

Dec.  15 

1/ 

5,200 



— 

~~~ 

~~~ 

'  April 

2i*,115 



— 



— ~~ 

June 

208 

143 

— • 

April 

188 

201 

200 

210 

210 

Dec. 

1 

16,U28 

17,200 

17,^2 

18,701 

20,466 

.  78,570 

75,780 

75,830 

78,030 

80,610 

Jan. 

7,763 

7,829 

7,596 

7,740 

,  Jan. 

1 

I  GKSd 

817 

.  i)ec. 

3 

i,iK)3 

1,807 

1,893 

2,020 

•  March 

:  1,597 

1,930 

1,873 

2,050 

.  June 

k 

:  Jan. 

:  10,903 

11,120 

10,370 

•  Jan.  15 

:  11,259 

11,360 

10,622 

10,633 

11,211 

38,930 

40,970 

39,380 

39,000 

39,580 

117,500 

116,750 

115,210 

117,030 

120,190 

91,100 

103,500 

108,000 

120,200 

129,600 

(Continued) 
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SHEEP:    Number  In  specified  countries,  average  I95I-55,  annual  1956-59  (Continued) 


Covmtry 


Month  of 
estimate  2j 


Average 
1951-55 


1956 


1957 


1958  2/ 


1959  2/ 


AFRICA: 

Algeria  ij  

Egj^  

Ethiopia  and  Eritarea, 

Libya  

Sudan  

Tunisia  


Total  North  Africa. 


Basutoland  

Belgian  Congo  and  Ruanda  Urundi, 

French  Equatorial  Africa  

French  West  Africa  ^  

Kenya  Sj  

Madagascar  

Mozambique  

Nigeria  and  British  Cameroons... 

Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  JjQ/  

South-West  Africa  

Tanganyika  

Togo  

Uganda  

Ifeion  of  South  Africa  , 


Nov.  20  V 
Jan.  1 

Fall 

Dec.  1/ 


:  Dec.  31  1/ 


Dec.  i/ 
Dec.  1/ 


Total  South  Africa. 


Total  Africa, 


ASIA: 

Cyprus  

Iran  

Irsiq.  

Jordan  

Saudi  Arabia. 
Syria........ 

IHirkey  


Dec.  31 
Dec.  1/ 

Aug.  31 


Dec.  V 
March 


Dec.  31  1/ 
Dec.  31  1/ 


Total  South-West  Asia... 

China  Mainland  il/  

Total  East  Central  Asia. 


Afghanistan. 
India  . . 
Japan  


Total  South  and  East  Asia. ......... 

Total  Asia... 


OCEANIA: 

Australia. . . 
Nev  Zealand. 


May 
Feb. 


Mar.  31 

June  30 


Total  Oceania 


TOTAL  WORLD. 


Ohovisand 
5,583 
1,381 
19,725 
1,280 
5,8lK) 
3;013 


60,800 


l,Ul8 
933 
5,620 
10,239 
^309 

77 
6,000 

378 
3,280 
2,678 

261 
1,093 


Thousand 
6,298 
1,237 

l,lUl 
 3^ 


Thousand 

20,000 
1,230 

6,9^^ 
2.891 


62,600 


63,300 


1,200 
996 
1*,753 
13,320 
1^,353 

6,000 
357 
3,150 

303 
1,136 


1,221 
1,072 
U,822 

^319 

75 
6,000 
338 

2,950 
303 
1,120 
llO.OOO 


Thousand 
6,632 
1,259 
20,500 
1,050 
6,9^6 


63,600 


1,167 


3kh 
3,ok2 
2,890 

303 
1,121 


Ghousand 


1,266 


63,500 


1,190 
l*,850 


3,005 
303 


OlL,UOU 

0(J,OfO 

80,870 

135,550 

l4o,670 

144,380 

144,470 

144,370 

329 

17,12lt- 
9,800 
319 
3,577 
3,1^55 

25,709 
3,750 

382 
23,000 
8,500 

k9k 
3,700 
4,3lK) 
26,W* 
U,000 

385 
23,500 

9,221 

,  ^3 
4,000 

4,703 
27,974 
4,100 

381 
24,000 

4^ 

3,500 

5,466 
29,209 
3,800 

ill  III  1 1 

6k,koo 

71,250 

74,750 

76,085 

77,635 

U2,200 

53,500 

57,700 

51^,200 

65,500 

69,700 

71,000 

72,000 

14,000 
39,i^9 
61^7 

111-,  000 
39,2U6 

893 

945 

9^ 

61^,070 

64,100 

64,150 

64,100 

64,150 

182,670 

200,850 

208,600 

211,185 

213,785 

122,822 
36,698 

139,124 
40,255 

149,802 
42,382 

149,319 
46,026 

159,530 

179,390 

192,190 

195,350 

195,510 

81*9,090 

898,740 

926,420 

951,835 

966,645 

1/  Census  estimate  for  year  shown  except  that  end  of  year  (October-December)  is  Included  mder  following  year  for 
ccotparison  and  totals,    g/  Preliminary.    3/  Less  than  5  years.    4/  Excludes  Faroe  Islands  and  Greenland.    5/  Excludes 
Saarland.    ^  Some  years  are  estimates  based  on  total  number  of  goats  and  sheep,    j/  Nuniber  taxed  only.    ^  Includes 
Guinea  -which  became  independent  October  I958.    2/  European  owned  only.    iQ/  European  owned  stock  9/30,  other  12/31. 
2^  Includes  22  provinces,  Manchuria,  Sinkiang,  and  Tibet.    Assvmies  that  oO  percent  of  the  total  number  reported  for 
sheep  and  goats  are  sheep.    Excludes  Outer  Mcaigolia.    12/  Census  May  I95I  throu^  August  1952.    1956  March  and  April. 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  other 
foreigi  source  material,  reports  of  Itolted  States  Agricultural  Attaches  and  other  representatives  abroad,  resxxlts  of 
office  research  and  rela,ted  information.    Estimated  totals.  Include  allowance  for  eaiy  missing  data  for  countries  shown 
and  for  other  producing  countries  not  shown.    May  28,  1959. 
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other  important  sheep  countries  making  considerahle  gains  were  Brazil, 
10  percent,  the  United  Kingdom,  9  percent,  and  Turkey,  5  percent. 
Ireland,  with  only  slightly  over  3  million  sheep,  increased  its  num- 
bers 7  percent  in  1958  and  this  is  k3  percent  above  the  1951-55  aver- 
age.   Ytigoslav  nunibers  rose  5  percent  to  a  little  more  than  11  million 
head. 

Numbers  in  Mainland  China  apparently  continued  to  increase.  China, 
the  third  largest  sheep -producing  country,  hats  greatly  expanded  its 
wool  processing  industry.    Sheep  production  has  been  encouraged  be- 
cause of  the  need  for  both  wool  and  meat  and  the  fact  that  sheep 
can  subsist  on  little  grain  or  other  harvested  feed.    Estimates  of 
sheep  numbers  are  based  on  Chinese  statistics  showing  total  sheep 
and  goat  numbers.      In  previous  years,  it  was  estimated  that  the 
ratio  of  sheep  to  goats  wais  50:50.    This  year  the  series  has  been 
revised  in  light  of  recent  information  which  indicates  that  about 
60  percent  of  the  total  sheep  and  goat  population  are  sheep. 

Total  numbers  for  several  Continental  areas  increased.    North  America 
had  a  k  percent  gain,  mostly  in  the  United  States.    Europe  gained  3 
percent,  with  a  3  percent  increase  in  West  Europe  and  a  1  percent 
rise  in  East  Europe.    Asia  increased  only  1  percent.    There  wsis  little 
change  in  Oceania  and  Africa,  but  a  1  percent  decline  in  South  America. 

In  the  principal  wool  exporting  countries  (Australia,  New  Zealand, 
the  Union  of  South  Africa,  Argentina  and  Uruguay)  numbers  remained 
about  level. 

Losses  of  sheep  because  of  floods  are  estimated  to  have  been  con- 
siderable in  Argentina  and  Uruguay. 

Sheep  numbers  in  AustrsuLia  have  changed  little  since  1957  when  they 
reached  a  new  record  of  nearly  150  million.    The  leveling  off  was  due 
mostly  to  drought,  although  a  general  decline  in  wool  prices  has  also 
been  a  factor.    On  the  whole,  Australian  pastures  and  ranges  are  now 
in  very  good  condition,  which  will  encourage  futiire  expansion.  How- 
ever, the  cuirent  high  rate  of  slaughter  indicates  the  resimiption  of  the 
high  rate  of  expansion  prior  to  the  drought  will  be  delayed.    Low  wool 
returns  have  probably  also  reduced  expenditures  for  pastrire  improvement. 

In  New  Zealand  sheep  nimibers  continued  to  increase  to  new  record 
peaks  and  further  increases  are  expected.    Returns  frcan  sheep  con- 
tinue to  be  favorable  compared  with  beef  cattle  production  or  dairy- 
ing.   Sheep  production  can  be  fiirther  increased  by  pasture  improve- 
ment and  the  development  of  new  lands. 


-  - 


The  10  leading  sheep  countries  are,  in  order,  Australia,  U.S.S  R., 
Conmrunist  China,  Argentina,  New  ZeetLand,  the  Union  of  South  Africa, 
India,  the  United  States,  Turkey,  and  Uruguay.    These  countries  to- 
gether have  over  60  percent  of  the  world's  sheep. 

In  the  second  leading  group  of  10  countries,  which  have  about  20  per- 
cent of  the  world  total,  only  Brazil  and  the  United  Kingdan  registered 
gains.    These  countries  are,  in  order,  Iran,  Brazil,  Ethiopia  (in- 
cluding Eritrea),  Spain,  the  United  Kingdom,  Morocco,  Peru,  Afghani- 
stan, French  West  Africa  and  Rinnania. 
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